
True & Better Savior 

Gen. 35-37 

“Life can be painful, and many do not have faith, but God sends a Savior.” 

 *That is the message of Gen. 35-37 & it points to a greater narrative in history, found in Jesus. 

 *He is the T&B Son of Favor; T&B Firstborn who maintains dignity; T&B Savior who delivers. 

1. Life can be painful,  (35:16-29) 

*I had 2 shots this week; Tetanus and Flu, both of which are supposed to prevent sickness 

*Some think salvation should work like immunization – we should be inoculated from hardship.  

*But, right after God delivers promises to Jacob, Gen. 35 ends with hard reality check: 

*His wife dies in childbirth, his oldest son has affair with his wife, and his dad dies of old age.   

*Promises & Pain are often mingled together.  God’s people are not insulated from hard times. 

*Yes, Jacob is the chosen vessel of God’s covenant and He has God’s promises, yet life still 

delivers hard blows of suffering and creation still groans in pains of childbirth.  

• Unexpected Sorrow  (v.16-21) 

16 “Then they journeyed from Bethel. When they were still some distance from Ephrath, Rachel 

went into labor, and she had hard labor. 17 And when her labor was at its hardest, the midwife 

said to her, "Do not fear, for you have another son." 18 And as her soul was departing (for she was 

dying), she called his name Ben-oni;  but his father called him Benjamin.   19 So Rachel died…” 

*Life is full of unexpected sorrows.  Days we wake up and everything is normal, and then the 

flood waters of Florence hit.  (Miscarriages; Suicides; Tragedies…death in labor) 

*Right after God makes great promises, Jacob walks through a door of unexpected sorrow.  

*As the birth approaches, Rachel becomes a high risk pregnancy; probably with internal 

bleeding that in todays world would have been preventable, but for her it was deadly. 

*USA Today, July 2018  “U.S. ‘most dangerous’ place to give birth in developed world 

“Every year…more than 50,000 mothers are severely injured during or after 

childbirth and 700 die.” 

*UN 2017 report: 830 women die from pregnancy or childbirth related causes every day, 

equivalent to 1 woman dying every 2 seconds…and  high rates of maternal mortality still 

exist in places like Africa and Southern Asia. 

*Moms, perhaps you’ve had a hard pregnancy, your first thought: “I’m not doing that again.” 

*As her son is born & Rachel’s life hangs in the balance, she names her son: “Ben-oni”. 

“Son of my pain” = Do some of you moms have children who have caused pain! 



*But Rachel’s husband when the boy is born with a new name: “Ben-jamin”: “son of favor; son 

of right hand” 

*Yet, even as he names him “Son of favor,” his wife dies.  The Joy of birth is mingled with 

the sorrow of death. 

*RON & JANEEN WARDIE. 3 years ago this week their son died by suicide. Unexpected sorrow. 

*Listen to their testimony as God has given them hope in their sorrow: 

On September 29th, 2015 we lost our 25 year-old son, Zechariah to his mental illness, severe depression, 

when he died by suicide.  Our lives were completely shattered… 

Just weeks after losing our son we learned about the American Foundation for Suicide Prevention and 

signed up to walk their Out of the Darkness events in Grand Rapids.  We found life-saving connections 

and for the first time we didn’t feel alone.   

After walking in the Lansing event last Fall, we felt God calling us to chair a walk in Northern Michigan.  

My first reaction was, “I can’t do that!  I am not qualified!! It will be a complete failure!”   

But we followed God’s leading and started planning. Guess what? We had hoped for around 100 to 200 

participants and we had close to 1200!  We had hoped for around $30,000 in fundraising and we are 

now close to $80,000.   

God taught me a lot through this experience.   

1: To have complete trust in Him when He calls you to do His will.  

2: I can do ALL THINGS THROUGH HIM WHO STRENGTHENS ME!   

3: God reinforced that us being Zechariah’s voice is making a difference - bringing HOPE to the 

hopeless.  

God is using our extreme brokenness to save lives and bring hope to those affected by suicide here in 

Northern Michigan.    We continue to give Him the Glory for what He continues to do in our brokenness!  

*In moments of sorrow, we remember: Who we are, Who God is, What God promises 

*The most significant thing that ties the birth of Benjamin to Jesus… 

*The birth of Benjamin, “son of favor” happens near a little town called Bethlehem. 

*When his mom, Rachel, died she was buried near the entrance of Bethlehem.  

*100’s of years later, Mary gave birth to the T&B son of Favor in Bethlehem. 

 -Jesus was a son born into a world of pain and unexpected sorrow. 

 -Jesus would be given a name by His Father: “Jesus” – “He will save His people from sins” 

-Jesus would also be a “son-of-pain” as his mother witnessed his death on a cross. 

-Jesus would triumph over death and ascend to a position of authority, where he is the 

Son at the Right Hand of the Father.” 



• Irreparable Damage  (v.22) 

“While Israel lived in that land, Reuben went and lay with Bilhah his father's concubine. And Israel 

heard of it.” 

 *How do you respond when you hear of terrible family news? 

 *I had a reuben sandwich this week.  Everytime you eat a Reuben, think of this: bad decision. 

*If you’re unsure of the names, let me help: Reuben is Jacob’s firstborn son and he has an affair 

with one of his dad’s wives (Step-mom). 

*The Scripture moves from the traumatic birth of Jacob’s youngest son to the tragic sin of the 

firstborn son, that causes irreparable damage in the family forever. 

*This sin is so damaging, Jacob carries it to his death bed where he curses Reuben: 

Gen 49:3-4 "Reuben, you are my firstborn, my might, and the firstfruits of my strength, 

preeminent in dignity and preeminent in power. 4 Unstable as water, you shall not have 

preeminence, because you went up to your father's bed; then you defiled it. 

 *IOW: You lost your dignity.  You lost all respect.  And your position is taken away. 

*The world is full of Reuben’s who cause irreparable damage in family relationships. 

*One man at NH was abused by a step-dad for years; another man was 15 when his dad 

died by suicide 40 years ago; one woman was born of her mom’s affair w/ neighbor 

*Even as I study this, a man in the library is cursing his girlfriend on the phone, 

manipulating her for affection, arguing w/ her about detox, telling her what to say at 

the court appointment, and begs her to come Sunday morning so they can have sex. 

Testimony of a woman who experienced irreparable damage of abuse over 40 years ago: 

I grew up being abused by my Father from age 6-9…As a teenager, I started using drugs and 

alcohol to cope and escape my internal pain.  I started running away and self-destructing. 

I committed my life to Christ in my 20's and again when with my husband after we were married.  

I forgave my Dad and tried to move on.  For the longest time I believed God allowed this to 

happen…then I got angry and wondered why God allowed this to happen to anyone at all?   

I still struggle with this question from time to time, but know God promises to redeem us and 

heal our pain.  It amazes me how many have been sexually abused in their life… 

Today, I am caring for my Father in my own home.  My dad has had MD for the past 20 years, 

and was homeless, I couldn't watch him live that way.  I believe he will be with us for a very long 

time.  It has been hard, but also healing.  I didn't choose to be molested, I was a victim.  Only God 

can heal the broken hearted and set the captives free. He truly has done miracles in my life. I am 

truly a mess to miracle story. Thank you Lord! 

 



*Where is the redemptive nature of Reuben’s irreparable damage?   

*Whereas Reuben is the firstborn who lost his dignity by dishonoring his Father, Jesus 

is the T&B Firstborn who maintained His dignity & preeminence by obeying His Father. 

*He is the firstborn of creation; firstborn from the dead; firstborn among many brothers.  

*And because he maintained dignity, He is the source of blessing to all who seek Him. 

 The ladies testimony is true:  “Only God can heal the broken hearted and set the captives free” 

• Inevitable Death  (v.29) 

v.29:  “Isaac breathed his last, and he died…old and full of days.” 

*Isaac, who is mostly known as the son who Abraham almost sacrificed on the altar, dies. 

*Isaac lived a life of hardship; his marriage was dysfunctional, his parenting was twisted; 

his twin sons fought & separated; because of it all, Isaac didn’t see ½ of his grandkids 

grow up, and the other ½ came from Esau’s marriages he didn’t approve of. 

Yet the NT says: Gal 4:28 “Now you, brothers, like Isaac, are children of promise.” 

*However we are like Isaac, this much is true:  

*We too are children of promise, recipients of mercy though we don’t deserve it. 

*We too have lives mingled with God’s promises and life pain…mosaic of misfits. 

*We too will eventually face inevitable death. 

*But as Isaac dies, I wonder if his mind went back to the moment when Abe almost killed him  

*I wonder if He was looking ahead to the God of promise who would provide a Savior.  

*As Gen. 35 ends, we stand at the graveside with 2 twins (Jacob & Esau) who bury their dad. 

2. …and many do not have faith,  (Gen. 36) 

*Gen. 36 is a boring chapter, like myheritage.com or ancestry.com of Esau.  Why is it recorded? 

*It is written by Moses, who just named 12 sons of Jacob & now contrasts them with Esau’s line  

 *He is showing the division between twin brothers, not just geographically, but also spiritually. 

*Whereas Jacob & his 12 sons walked by faith in covenant promises, Esau would not walk by faith. 

*From Esau’s line come peoples & nations who terrorize Israel & leave a legacy of rebellion & 

hostility against God’s people: Canaanites, Hivites, Amalekites…etc… 

Fast forward to today…in regions where Esau’s descendants live, there remains little Biblical faith. 

Syria, >7% Christian.  Saudi Arabia, >6%.  Pakistan, Jordan & Oman, >3%. Iraq >2%.  Iran .5%.  

Yemen >.1%. 

*Yet, even among the descendants of Esau, God is still redeeming people who turn to Jesus. 



*Men like Abdu Murray, who loves Jesus & defends the gospel around the globe. 

*Women like Safeeya who will be here to share her story on October 28th. 

*Born & raised in the Middle East in a strict Muslim family, Safeeya has paid a high price 

for coming to faith in Jesus.   

*In spite of death threats & persecution, Safeeya travels to share her story, speak about 

her hope in Jesus, and is dedicated to sharing the good news of Jesus with Muslims. 

*Because of the risk, Sunday October 28th is an in-person only event.  The Sunday will 

not be streamed online or recorded for viewing on our website.  You don’t want to miss. 

*The Point of all this:  Many (like those in Gen. 35) do not trust God in biblical faith.  But the 

good news is that God has promised to redeem people from every nation, tribe, & tongue. 

*There is a stark contrast between descendants of Jacob & Esau, a split in the family 

tree, and even though most of Esau’s descendants don’t have biblical faith, God has not 

left them without hope.  Jesus is the Savior of all people. 

3. …yet the Lord sends a savior.  (Gen.37-50) 

*Gen. 37 shifts gears from the life of Jacob & begins to unpack the life his 11th son, Joseph.   

 Have you ever heard of Joseph? 

*Up until this moment, Joseph has only been mentioned as 1 of 12 sons of Jacob. 

*The rest of Genesis showcases God’s redemptive work to rescue His people through Joseph. 

 The son who was favored by his father & given a coat of many colors. 

 The son who had divinely revealed dreams and spoke with clarity and truth. 

 The son who resisted sexual temptation because of his commitment to the purposes of God. 

 The son who suffered unjustly in spite of his integrity, yet never compromised his faith. 

 The son who was raised from the prison of Potiphar to the palace of Pharaoh. 

The son who saved the world from disaster and became the Savior of Israel & Egypt.  

The son who forgave his brothers who didn’t deserve it, by looking to a Sovereign God who 

took what man intended for evil and used it for good. 

*From Joseph, we finally arrive at a character who showcases Jesus by comparison, not contrast. 

 *Jesus also was favored by His Father & spoke divine revelation with clarity and truth. 

 *Jesus also resisted every temptation, remaining unstained by the corruption of sin. 

 *Jesus also suffered unjustly, yet was raised from the prison to a place of power & authority. 

*Jesus also became the Savior of the world, saving both Jew and Gentile, whoever calls on Him. 



*And Jesus also forgives his brothers who don’t deserve it, promising that all things work 

together for good, for those who are called, according to His purpose.  


