
True and Better Pledge of Safety 

Genesis 42:1 - 45:5 

And now do not be distressed or angry with yourselves because you sold me here, for God sent me 

before you to preserve life.  (Gen. 45:5) 

If I were to tell you of a man who was: 

• Born from a barren womb. 

• Rejected when he talked about God’s word. 

• Betrayed and sold for silver. 

• Unjustly imprisoned though innocent. 

• Unexpectedly Raised to a position of authority at the right hand of power. 

• Given a name, which means “Savior of the world” (Zaphenath-Paneah) 

• So supreme is his authority that people in his presence would “bow the knee” 

• And even after all the evil done to him, this man responded to the guilty with total forgiveness. 

…you would assume I am referring to Jesus Christ. 

*That is how parallel Joseph and Jesus are.  They run on parallel train tracks of forgiveness & grace.  

One of the great lessons about God in the Bible: God is a God of sudden reversals. 

*He has power to bring sudden reversal to our hopeless situation & transform us. 

*He takes what is meant for evil and turn it for good. (Gen. 50) 

*He works all things together for good, for those who are called.  (Rom. 8) 

*Those are not just slogans or bumper stickers…it is truth of God’s character we cling to. 

*One of our Small Groups collected a list of testimonies showcasing God’s reversal: 

  Pointless to Peace-filled 

  Clueless to Understanding 

  Aimless to Purpose 

  Failing to Triumphant 

  Worried to Relaxed 

  No Hope to Hope 

  Unfulfilled to Redeemed 

*Josephs’ story is one of being raised from Pit to Palace, exalted over all Egypt.  

*Jesus’ story is one of being raised from Death to Life, exalted over all the cosmos. 

Gen. 41 started with Joseph in the Pit.  It ended in the Palace, where he ruled for 7 years of abundance. 



“The seven years of plenty that occurred in the land of Egypt came to an end, and the seven years of 

famine began to come, as Joseph had said. There was famine in all lands, but in all the land of Egypt 

there was bread. When all the land of Egypt was famished, the people cried to Pharaoh for bread. 

Pharaoh said to all the Egyptians, "Go to Joseph. What he says to you, do." 

So when the famine had spread over all the land, Joseph opened all the storehouses and sold to the 

Egyptians, for the famine was severe in the land of Egypt. Moreover, all the earth came to Egypt to 

Joseph to buy grain, because the famine was severe over all the earth.”  (Gen 41:53-57) 

*God has set the stage.  He has elevated Joseph to a seat of power in Egypt, sent a famine on 

the world which will force people to Egypt, and his brothers (the losers) are about to show up. 

*For 22 years, through long seasons of delay and adversity, God has been at work. 

*He has arranged the pieces of human history, worked years in advance, and is about to 

show us a beautiful picture of Forgiveness and Restoration that inspires humanity. 

The main characters in the story are Joseph (the victim), the 10 older brothers (the scoundrels 

who wronged Joe and caused 2 decades of pain), and brother Benjamin (Joe’s only full brother) 

1. God fulfills His word,   (Gen. 42) 

* Worldwide Famine.  Dust bowl of the 1930’s which swept across the breadbasket of our country. 

 *High winds. Suffocating dust. Crops failed. People and livestock dying across the world. 

*This famine already caused 1-2 years of devastation. The dream said: 5 more years remained  

*But word spread on Instagram: a Savior is in Egypt who built massive grain reserves to feed world 

*The people of the world were flowing to Egypt where they would bow the knee before a man 

called Zaphenath-paneah (Savior of world), and purchase bread that they may live. 

 *It points us to the T&B Savior of the world who would offer living bread to all who bow! 

*300 miles away from Cairo, Jacob gathers his sons, tells them to go to Egypt. (all except Benjamin.) 

*No Uber available, these brothers spend weeks navigating the dry wilderness until they arrive 

at the pyramids of Egypt where people from every nation are bowing the knee to governor. 

*Neither the brothers nor Joseph are aware: God has been working 22 years for this moment 

*A normal Monday at the office. Joseph selling grain reserves to the travelers who came bowing… 

*And then his brothers take a number: 

 “Joseph’s brothers came and bowed themselves before him…And Joseph recognized his brother, 

but they did not recognize him. And Joseph remembered the dreams that he had dreamed of 

them.”  (v.6-9) 

*22 years earlier, Joseph dreamed this and the brothers said “Not a chance!” 

*God fulfilled his word and Josephs enemies have bowed a knee before the Savior. 



*It points us to an even greater day when all enemies will be made a footstool and 

every knee will bow before King Jesus. 

*What would you do if you were Joseph?  (Reveal identity; Kill them; Embrace them)  

*22 years earlier, these scoundrels threw Joseph in a pit, sold him, causing 13 years of 

hardship & suffering.  Now Joseph holds the power – what should he do? 

*Joseph catches his breath, and uses this opportunity to test the hearts of his brothers: 

• Interrogation - Treating them rough: “Where are you from?  What are you doing here? 

You’re spies!”  Interrogation lasted for quite some time through translators. 

*This happened on my last trip at Canada customs – interrogated & searched 

*The brothers are caught off guard by the hostility of interrogation and begin 

spilling all their personal information out of total fear to prove innocence:  

  No. We are from Canaan. 11/12 brothers. Need food. We are honest men.” 

*Old joke: How do you know a politician is lying?  They move their lips.  

• Detained & Jailed:  After interrogation, the brothers are sent to jail for 3 days. 

*Joseph is not vindictive.  It appears he needs time to seek God for wisdom on this. 

*After 3 days, he has a plan to test his brothers, and has them called from the jail: 

42:19 if you are honest men, let one of your brothers remain confined where you are in custody, 

and let the rest go and carry grain for the famine of your households, 20 and bring your youngest 

brother to me. So your words will be verified, and you shall not die." 

*IOW: One of you stays.  The others go home & bring back your brother as proof. 

*The brothers are terrified by this – fighting; grabbing shirts; one big happy family. 

 *The 3 days made them wonder: maybe God is punishing us for what we did to Joe? 

 *Reuben, the Firstborn: I told you we shouldn’t have sold Joseph. You wouldn’t listen.   

*As they bicker in the Hebrew language, they don’t realize: Joseph understands everything. 

 *His heart is broken. Turning aside from them, he weeps. (v.24)  

*Composing himself, he returns with a verdict: 1 brother arrested (Simeon: his least 

favorite & 2nd born), 9 brothers evicted & warned not to return w/out Benny 

*The brothers travel roughly 300 miles (Cairo to Jer) wondering what just happened, 

tell the whole story to dad who weeps at losing Simeon, but refuses to let Benjamin go. 

*A Father unwilling to give up his favored son…points us to Jn. 3:16, which testifies that God so 

loved the world that he gave his only son. 

 Lessons in the famine: 



• God is at work in the famine! Behind the tests of life stands One in control of history. 

God has worked for decades…and even now is working for a time 400 years later when 

another Jewish boy is born in Egypt who will deliver his people: Moses. 

• God uses a famine to expose hearts & reveal motives. The tests of life are to be 

received with joy because they produce perseverance & character. 

• God gives us a beautiful gift for developing character:  Family. 

*Families!  God’s best trick ever. “Hey angels, watch…I’m going to give Adam a family)  

 

*The 1st son is upset b/c nobody listened to him; The 2nd son is arrested proving that 

middle kids always get the shaft; the youngest son is in charge, but nobody knows it; 

dad is home playing favorites; and they all blame each other for the problems.) 

 

*Families! God’s gift for character development. The dinner table wouldn’t be complete 

without a side of bad attitudes; a trip to church wouldn’t be complete without a fight; 

and family prayer times wouldn’t be complete without a meltdown of some sort.  

 

2. …and tests His people, (Gen. 43-44) 

 *Gen. 43-44 is loaded with fantastic story development that expands over the course of 1 year. 

 *Back In Egypt, brother Simeon is trapped in a legal system without a lawyer, confused why his 

brothers haven’t returned, and uncertain of how long he will be detained. 

*I met an American in India (Steve), who was arrested by the Indian government at 

customs and has been detained for over 1 month, unable to leave the country.  

*I can testify that when a man is detained in a foreign land, it produces much prayer. 

*300 miles away In Israel, the famine is unrelenting, the family runs out of food, and Jacob tells 

the boys to go get more grain…which the brothers refuse to do without taking Benjamin. 

 *Trying to convince dad, Judah issues a powerful promise, which will be repeated later: 

Judah said to Israel his father…"Send the boy with me…I will be a pledge of his safety…If I do not 

bring him back to you and set him before you, then let me bear the blame forever. (Gen 43:8-10) 

IOW: “You have my personal guarantee!  I will give my life for him! I will bear the blame.” 

*It seems to be the sentiment of all the brothers.  The men who once betrayed their 

brother are now willing to lay down their life as a pledge of safety for Benjamin. 

• The brothers, with Benjamin, return to Egypt to buy more grain. 

• Simeon is released, and the 11 brothers bow again before Joseph, not knowing his identity. 

o An awkward family reunion, Joseph sees Benjamin and is overwhelmed to tears 

• The brothers are then escorted to the private home of the governor where they share a 

lunch with the same officer who interrogated them!  Strange customs agent! 

o When Joseph arrives, the brothers bow down again.  God’s word being fulfilled… 

o When the meal is served, the boys are fed & favored son Benny gets 5x portion.  



• The next day the brothers were sent on their way loaded w/ grain…but Joe has 1 more test. 

• He has a servant hide a silver cup in Benjamin’s sack to frame the brother as a thief. 

• The brothers barely get out of town, Egyptian security stops them to search luggage: Has 

this luggage been in your possession at all times?  Has anyone given you items to carry…? 

• The officials search their bags looking for illegal contraband. 

*I was detained for 30 minutes at Detroit customs b/c I had Polish sausage in my bag – 

which the agent took from me and wouldn’t let me eat it!   

• All 10 boys clear customs…but then Benny’s bags are put through security – silver cup! 

o Imagine the fear!  Imagine the angst!  Back to the city for more interrogation. 

• Joseph puts on his game face: “What have you done?” All of them claim innocence.   

o Joseph’s verdict: “10 of you can go home.  The guilty brother stays.” 

*The ultimate test! 22 years earlier they sold Joseph.  Will they do the same?  Are they honest? 

*Judah steps in and he does “intercession” to save his brother – laying down his life. 

"Now therefore, as soon as I come to your servant my father, and the boy is not with us, then, as his 

life is bound up in the boy's life, 31 as soon as he sees that the boy is not with us, he will die, and your 

servants will bring down the gray hairs of your servant our father with sorrow to Sheol. 32 For your 

servant became a pledge of safety for the boy to my father, saying, 'If I do not bring him back to you, 

then I shall bear the blame before my father all my life.' 33 Now therefore, please let your servant 

remain instead of the boy as a servant to my lord, and let the boy go back with his brothers.” (Gen 

44:30-34) 

 *IOW: “Take my life as payment of debt and release my brother. I will trade places with him.” 

 *It is no coincidence that Jesus would be born from Judah’s line.  T&B Lion of Judah 

*He would offer his life as payment of debt.  He would bear the blame for the sake of 

his Father and be a pledge of our safety. 

 True and Better Pledge of Safety: 

Isa 53:5: “he was wounded for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities…the 

righteous one, my servant, make many to be accounted righteous, and he shall bear their 

iniquities.” 

 John 15:13 Greater love has no one than this, that someone lays down his life for his friends. 

Heb 2:11 That is why he is not ashamed to call them brothers 

*Jesus, the True and Better Pledge of Safety, trades places with us to set us free. 

3. …giving a picture of forgiveness!  (Gen. 45:1-5) 

*The Big Reveal! This act of sacrifice convinces Joseph that his brothers have changed: 

“Then Joseph could not control himself before all those who stood by him. He cried, "Make everyone 

go out from me." So no one stayed with him when Joseph made himself known to his brothers. 2 And 

he wept aloud, so that the Egyptians heard it, and the household of Pharaoh heard it. 3 And Joseph 



said to his brothers, "I am Joseph! Is my father still alive?" But his brothers could not answer him, for 

they were dismayed at his presence. 

4 So Joseph said to his brothers, "Come near to me, please." And they came near. And he said, "I am 

your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. 5 And now do not be distressed or angry with 

yourselves because you sold me here, for God sent me before you to preserve life.” 

*Joseph acknowledges their responsibility (you sold me) but he looks to a Higher Authority who 

was working His sovereign plan (God sent me), and that plan was:  “To preserve life.” 

*The crucifixion of Jesus was no different.  Peter preached a sermon to those guilty of murder: 

“this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified 

and killed by the hands of lawless men. God raised him up, loosing the pangs of death, because 

it was not possible for him to be held by it.”  Acts 2:23-24 

*You crucified him (human responsibility).  Definite plan of God. (God’s sovereignty) 

*Joseph’s Forgiveness of his brothers is remarkable!   

 *Considering their sin caused physical pain, emotional suffering, & time he couldn’t get back. 

*And considering that Joseph had power to get even, take revenge or even worse. 

*But Joseph displays the heart of God to bless those who persecute and forgive your enemies.  

*He tells them: Do not be distressed or angry.  Why?  B/c no matter what you do, we 

serve a God who takes what is evil and uses it for good. 

*My brothers: Do not be distressed or angry about what others have done…God is bigger! 

Action Steps: 

• The example of forgiveness.   

*Joseph’s forgiveness points us to Christ, the T&B Savior, who forgives the guilty & restores us. 

*If Joseph, a mere human, could forgive his enemies, how much more will the God of all 

grace forgive those who bow before him and confess their sins? 

• The call to forgive. 

*Jesus taught us: “Forgive us our debts as we forgive those who sin against us.” 

*Paul taught us:  “Repay no one evil for evil…never avenge yourselves.” 

*Who do you need to forgive?  Where are you at in the forgiveness process? 


