Should a person be baptized
once, or multiple times?
We believe that the Lord Jesus instructed 2 sacraments for the
local church: Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. Baptism is
symbolic of entry into the covenant community of God and
therefore should be done once. The Lord’s Supper is symbolic
of ongoing fellowship with Christ and His Church, and ought to
be done regularly. Therefore, there is no biblical reason for a
believer to be baptized multiple times.

Next Steps for those who
want to be Baptized:
1. Write out a personal testimony of your faith in 125 words
or less. This should contain a clear profession of faith in
Jesus Christ. (This written testimony is not intended to be a
“life story.” It is a brief summary of how you can come to
trust Christ as Lord.)

Baptism signifies
that the believer
has repented from sin,
accepted Jesus Christ
as Savior
and is a means of
declaring one’s faith
in a crucified, buried
and risen Savior.

2. Contact the church oﬃce to schedule an appointment with
a pastor.
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3. Bring a copy of your testimony to your appointment where
a pastor will review your testimony with you.
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Biblical Principles
for Daily Living

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”
Matthew 28:19

3. Every Baptism in the Bible was by immersion.

Why should a person
be baptized?

(Example) “ . . . then both Philip and the eunuch went

down into the water and Philip baptized him. When
they came up out of the water . . . ”
Acts 8:38-39a

1. To follow the example set by Christ.
“At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and
was baptized by John in the Jordan.”

What New Hope believes
about Water Baptism?

4. It best symbolizes burial and resurrection!

Mark 1:9

Who should be baptized?

2. Jesus commands it.

The New Hope doctrinal statement about Water Baptism is:
“We believe that Water Baptism is a sacrament of the Church,
commanded by our Lord and administered by immersion to
believers. It signiﬁes that the believer has repented from sin,
accepted Jesus Christ as Savior and is a means of declaring
one’s faith in a cruciﬁed, buried and risen Savior. Baptism is an
outward symbolic act signifying salvation and cleansing of
sin.” (Mt. 28:19, Mark 16:1, Rom. 6:3-5, Col. 2:11-13)

“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have
commanded you.”
Matthew 28:19-20

“Those who accepted His message were baptized . . . ”
Acts 2:41
“Simon himself believed and was baptized. ”

3. It demonstrates that a person is a Christian.

Acts 8:13

“. . . many of the Corinthians who heard him believed and
were baptized.”

What is the meaning
of Baptism?

Every person who has repented of sin and trusted Christ for
salvation.

Acts 18:8

“But when they believed Philip as he preached the good
news of the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus
Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.”
Acts 8:12

“We know that we have come to know him if we obey his
commands.”

1. It illustrates Christ’s burial and resurrection.
“Christ died for our sins . . . he was buried . . . and he was
raised on the third day according to the scriptures.”
1 Cor. 15:3-4
“Having been buried with him in baptism and raised with
him through your faith in the power of God, who raised
him from the dead.”
Colossians 2:12

2. It illustrates new life as a Christian.
“Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation;
the old is gone, the new has come!”
2 Cor. 5:17

1 John 2:3

Why be baptized by immersion?
1. Jesus was baptized that way.
“As soon as Jesus was baptized, He went up out of the
water. At that moment heaven was opened, and He saw
the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting on
Him.”
Matthew 3:16

2. The word “baptize” means to “immerse or dip under
water.”

What about the baptism
of Children?
Every baptism in the Bible appears to be a clear act of
someone who has placed faith and trust in Jesus as Lord.
For this reason, at New Hope we believe that baptism is
reserved for those who are old enough to understand the
gospel and wish to publicly profess their faith in Christ as
personal Savior. It is our recommendation that children wait
until they are 12 years old to be baptized so that they can
clearly demonstrate an understanding of sin and salvation.
In this way, baptism will be a meaningful act that is
treasured for their entire life.

