
Prepare for Cultural Opposition 

1 Peter 4:1-6 

Ever had a friend/coworker who always wanted the credit and always shifted the blame?  That was John 

*Kentucky born & bred, John had fiery eyes, a bearded face, and a famously wild temper 

  Described as “crotchety and hotheaded one moment; funny and quick witted the next” 

*He worked as a lawyer, newspaper editor, and eventually as a politician in Illinois. 

*When Civil war broke out, his political connections quickly elevated him in the Union ranks 

where he was a General over major military operations against the South 

*But John was a jerk and for various reasons was demoted, causing this short-tempered 

man to explode with anger and seek revenge. 

*While the war raged between North and South, John waged a war of his own, ranting against 

those in command, slandering his coworkers, and stirring up no shortage of division. 

  *Basically, John lost sight of the real war and was consumed with his wounded pride. 

*After some time, John’s boss from D.C. had enough of his tantrums, and in a scathing rebuke 

Abraham Lincoln wrote a letter telling him to stop! 

“I have too many family controversies (so to speak) already on my hands to voluntarily 

take up another…Allow me to beg, that for your sake, for my sake, and for the country’s 

sake, you give your whole attention to the better work.” 

*That is Peter’s intent in chapter 4.  Like a military general instructing troops, Peter reminds believers 

that we are in a war and we need to give our whole attention to the better work. 

Since therefore Christ suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves with the same way of thinking, for whoever 

has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin, 2 so as to live for the rest of the time in the flesh no longer 

for human passions but for the will of God. 3 For the time that is past suffices for doing what the 

Gentiles want to do, living in sensuality, passions, drunkenness, orgies, drinking parties, and lawless 

idolatry. 4 With respect to this they are surprised when you do not join them in the same flood of 

debauchery, and they malign you; 5 but they will give account to him who is ready to judge the living 

and the dead. 6 For this is why the gospel was preached even to those who are dead, that though judged 

in the flesh the way people are, they might live in the spirit the way God does. 

1. Life is a war zone,  (v.1-2) 

“…so as to live…no longer for human passions but for the will of God.” 

*This war has raged since the beginning of time, pulling us in one of two directions. 

*The biggest war not a political battle between right/left…or national battle between north/ 

south…or physical battle between flesh/blood…but a spiritual battle between heaven/hell. 

*And Peter wants believers to live “in the flesh” giving their whole attention to the greater work 



*Peter says to “Arm Yourselves.”   

*It’s warfare language, which has nothing to do with carrying a weapon, but everything to do 

with preparing the mind for a cultural battle in which you will be attacked as the enemy. 

*For three chapters Peter has warned instructed believers on how to respond when: Insulted, 

blamed, accused, criticized, mistreated, persecuted, etc…for the faith. 

*Nowhere has he said: “Defend yourself; fight for your rights; rebel against authority.” 

*Rather, he says: “Be subject to authority; show respect; be gracious; don’t revile.” 

*Now he calls us to “arm ourselves with the same way of thinking.”  Same as who? 

*Here he goes again, pointing believers to Jesus, and telling us: Be like Jesus. 

 “Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you might follow in His steps” 

 *Believer, life is a war…and it’s a war where believers need to be prepared for battle. 

*Action Step:  Prepare!  You will suffer consequences for your faith.     

*For decades we have enjoyed the blessings of living in a country that permitted our faith and 

protected our freedoms. 

*Listen: Things are rapidly changing in front of our eyes & consequences are coming. 

*In our lifetime, we have experienced a radical shift in American culture: 

“Toleration – Legalization – Criminalization.” 

*Already public favor has evaporated…and before long so will personal freedoms. 

*Friends will betray.  Freedoms will shrink.  Families will be divided.  Finances will be 

penalized.  Faith will be attacked.  Fires will get hot.   

*Talking to a retired pastor last week about the shift in culture:   

“The church needs to wake up to the war that is raging in culture.  If believers don’t 

decide where they stand before the battle, they will get swept away.”   

*But in spite of it all, fear not!  The King is still on the throne; His Kingdom is still unshakeable. 

 Alistair Begg article in 2021: “Welcome to Exile.  It’s going to be OK.” 

“Perhaps it is only in the last few years in the United States that we have finally faced that what 

the Bible says is true: in this world we really are sojourners and exiles (1 Peter 2)…Christians are 

increasingly going to be seen as different, and not in a good way. We are increasingly going to 

have to choose between obedience and comfort.  The next decades will not bring apathy to the 

gospel, but antagonism.  And that’s OK. After all, that has been the reality for most of God’s 

people through most of history…How will we handle the onset of persecution?  How will we 

handle the loss of our jobs on account of our Christian faith?  How will we handle the closing of 

public worship?  Will we give up, or grow defeatist or angry?  Not if we remember that God is 



God, that he is in control, and that his kingdom ultimately knows no rival…God’s kingdom is 

unsmashable.”  

2. …so expect trouble, (v.3-4) 

• Temptations that pull 

• Peers that pressure 

• Insults that pain 

Temptations that pull 

ESV: “For the time that is past suffices for doing what the Gentiles want to do...” 

NIV: “…you have spent enough time in the past…”  

 IOW:  “Enough is Enough!” 

*It’s a great phrase.  It means: “Hey, whatever you are doing needs to stop!”  

*I can still hear my mom/dad’s voice.  We would be rough housing as kids; wrestling; arguing; 

Eventually I would get hurt and start crying b/c my brother is a jerk.  Then came: “Enough!” 

*What exactly is Peter saying “Enough!” too? 

*The Sick 6:  “sensuality, passions, drunkenness, orgies, drinking parties, and lawless idolatry.” 

(v.3) 

*Peter is describing the culture UP North; the country where believers live; the friends in 

their community; the things that culture applauds and approves of. 

*He may as well be describing MI St/UofM/Ohio St.  

 *It’s a culture of perversion and addiction. 

*I saw a friend this week visiting from Ohio. I asked: “Is Jesus still in Ohio?” 

 He said: “More than He is up here.”  And began to give insight into the battle he sees. 

*Peter has a message for believers surrounded by SICK 6:  “Enough!” 

*I was talking to one NH man this week who said: “I spent 38 years walking the dark road 

and I know where that leads. Full of pain. Full of sorrow.”  

*That all changed in 2000 when he walked into the church halls and gave his life to Jesus. 

Peers that Pressure 

“With respect to this they are surprised [NIV ‘think it strange’] when you do not join them in the 

same flood of debauchery.” (v.4) 

*Peter just wrote about Noah and 8 persons who were rescued from the flood. 

*He now describes the “flood of debauchery” that is causing many people to drown. 



*I loved Pastor Christian’s point last week regarding 8 persons: “It is not a bad thing to 

be part of the statistical minority when you are committed to truth.”   

*When you are part of the statistical minority in a culture who refuse to participate in the flood 

of debauchery, expect trouble. 

*In fact, one of the first big challenges of your faith in Jesus:  Peer Pressure! 

A Predictable Pattern of Pressure emerges when you no longer join friends: 

Confusion - “Wait, what?  What do you mean you’re not coming?” 

Frustration – “Stop acting so pious.  Are you too good for us now?”  

Rejection - “You’re such a…”  

*From their perspective, they feel betrayed. They were happy with until you changed.  Now 

they feel judged…because your life in the light exposes their life for what it is:  darkness. 

*There is no doubt some of you have suffered the loss of friends because you love Jesus. 

*It’s amazing to me how a friendship of 20-30 years can come to an abrupt halt because you no 

longer JOIN IN the same flood with them. 

Insults that Pain 

“…and they malign you.”  (v.4) 

*When you no longer join in the same ‘flood of debauchery’, don’t assume everyone will rejoice 

*Friends will betray you. 

*Family will laugh at you. 

*Coworkers will insult you. 

*Culture will mock you. 

*How do we see these insults? 

*A NH Man works a job where coworkers say he is:  “Newhopian, religious, man of the cloth, but 

most of the mocking comes in the form of jabbing at belief systems…or laughing about me 

spending time with my family or wanting to go home to be with my wife.  All those blessings of 

the faith are mocked and laughed at as if I was limited in my enjoyment.” 

*My friend, this is part of the territory when you follow Jesus.   

*You will get laughed at.  You will stop getting invitations.  You will be left out.  You will 

spend lunch hours alone.  You will be tempted to go back to the flood of debauchery. 

 *Let me tell you about Steve.  1979 he was a student at Ferris who loved to party. 

*After a binge-drinking weekend, he heard a knock on the door and crawled out of bed. 



*His Dad and brother came unannounced and when dad saw the aftermath of a party, he told 

Steve:  "Something in your life needs to change."   

*Those words gnawed at him and the Holy Spirit began to convict the heart. 

*Steve: “Most of what we did as friends was drink and party.  What I came to realize 

was that my life looked great (good grades, track team, friends, cool girls, popular) but 

in reality I felt empty, out of place, unsatisfied.”  

*It wasn’t long until it was time for another party, which Steve declined and stayed home: 

“For some reason I can't explain (I had no interest in God, church or prayer) I went into 

my room, got on my knees and remember saying ‘God, if you are real then I want to 

change. I can't do this anymore.’  I asked him to forgive me and help me.   

*That was the moment his life began to change and things got hard with friends: 

“Becoming a Christian was seemingly the easy part. The decisions after that were 

difficult.  Living that lifestyle was hard given how different my life was.  My friends 

thought I had turned into a Jesus freak…but through it all I knew it was the right thing to 

do.” 

*It’s been over 35 years since that decision.  Steve looks back on the loss/change of friends as 

the single most important decision that led to the blessings of God. 

“God blessed me and my family for that decision to follow Christ, dump my party friends 

and follow his will which is still being played out for me day by day.” 

*Action Step:   “Enough!  You have to choose between the flood or the boat.” 

*This is not an easy decision.  Life is a war and there will be: 

Temptations that pull.  Peers that pressure.  Insults that pain. 

*But we all have a choice between the flood and the boat. 

*And perhaps the one decision standing between you and the blessing of God:  

*You say: “Enough is Enough!  I’m getting in the boat no matter how few join me.” 

3. …but remember how it ends.  (v.5-6) 

“…but they will give account to him who is ready to judge the living and the dead.”  (ESV) 

“…but remember that they will have to face God.”  (NLT) 

*As we navigate the flood of life, don’t lose sight of how the story ends.  “Facetime with God.” 

*Those who walk in darkness aren’t prepared for that day.  They enjoy the flood and don’t 

realize the direction it is taking them. 

*For believers, we long for the day we are rescued from the flood and see our Savior. 



*Even though Life is a war, and we face trouble now (in the form of insult, slander and mockery) 

Peter reminds believers (in v.6) of why “the gospel” is so critical: 

*The gospel is critical because though we are “judged in the flesh the way people are” (that is, 

we die), we will one day “live in the Spirit the way God does.” 

*This is what we keep in mind during times of trouble:  Our Redeemer is coming. 

        One more story from US History: 

*As the Civil War raged on, those in slavery began to experience newfound levels of freedom. 

*The black community rejoiced in emancipation, rejoiced in the 13th amendment, and black 

soldiers even began to fill the military ranks for the North.  Then came an unexpected day! 

*President Lincoln, who rarely strayed from the White House during the war, made an 

unannounced trip to Virginia to visit the Union troops on the front line. 

*There he was, the tall, lanky President with his black silk hat, riding a large horse 

named “Cincinatti” arriving on the front lines to sounds of applause and cheers. 

*But the thing Lincoln wanted more than anything was to see the band of black soldiers 

“When Lincoln reached the camp of black soldiers, he witnessed a scene of overpowering 

emotion.  The men who lined up two deep on each side of the road laughed, cried, and cheered, 

sending up hosannas for their beloved liberator. They crowded about him and fondled his 

horse, some of them kissed his hands…while others rans off crying in triumph to their comrades 

that they had touched his clothes…” 

        (“Grant”, Ron Chernow)  

*What a joy to meet someone famous!  What a joy to meet a hero!  What a joy to meet 

someone you’ve seen on TV, or someone who has changed your life! 

*When President Bush came to town, a New Hope man got into the front row at the 

rally, and shook his hand.  All day long he was going around: “I shook his hand!” 

*I have better news than that.  Someday you will get to kiss the hands and touch the clothes of 

the one who redeemed your soul. 

Action Step:  Rejoice!  Your beloved Liberator is coming. 

 You will see his face; kiss his hands; touch his clothes; and cry in triumph: “He saved my soul!” 

Summary: 

 “Life is a war zone, so expect trouble, but remember how it ends.” 


