
Living in Babylon 

Overview of Daniel 

Den of Lions.  Fiery Furnace.  Handwriting on wall.  Golden Statues.  Interpreting dreams.   

*These are some of the most popular stories in history...all recorded in a book called Daniel. 

*Daniel is one of the most famous figures of the OT.  His name means: “The Lord is my Judge.” 

*2,600 years later, it remains the 14th most popular name in America.  27 Daniels at NH. 

*All the stories took place in a land called Babylon.  The same Peter refers to at the end of his letter. 

*For 5 chapters Peter wrote to believers living “Up North” and his single message:  Be prepared!   

*Peter knows that as we journey through life identifying with Jesus as Lord, that culture will 

oppose us and we will face insults, hardship, trials, false accusation on account of our faith. 

*Peter calls the church to stand firm and then closes his letter ends w/ a strange reference: 

“She who is at Babylon…sends you greetings.”  (1 Peter 5:13) 

 *This reference is significant for 2 reasons: 

  *Most agree the “she” Peter refers to is not a woman, but the church he pastors. 

*And the church he pastors doesn’t actually live “at Babylon” (which had long since 

faded into history) but is likely a reference to the church in Jerusalem.  

*IOW: If he is referring to Jerusalem as Babylon, he is using it with great symbolic significance 

that would remind believers of the great stories of Daniel…and that regardless of where we live 

(even in Northern MI) we still live in Babylon. 

The title of our series:  “Living in Babylon.” 

*In many ways, Daniel will feel like an extension of 1 Peter.  (It’s the OT parallel to 1 Peter) 

*Peter (NT) and Daniel (OT) both communicate what it looks like to live in Babylon. 

*Whereas Peter tells believers to stand firm in the face of hardship, Daniel shows us what it 

looks like, putting truth in full HD color of stories. 

  *Peter warns us: “do not be surprised at the fiery trial…” 

*Daniel shows us:  “they were thrown into the burning fiery furnace.” 

*Peter warns us: “your adversary…prowls around like a roaring lion.” 

*Daniel shows us: “Daniel was cast into the den of lions.” 

As we turn from the teaching of 1 Peter to the stories of Daniel my heart for N.H. remains the same: 

 #1 concern:  We have conformed too much to the values of Babylon. 



 #1 need:  We have prepared too little to endure pressures in Babylon. 

*Out of all the books of the Bible, I am convinced that 1 Peter and Daniel will be the most 

important and relevant to help us process what it looks like to live for Christ in Babylon. 

The overview of Daniel: 

1. God’s people lose home field advantage, 

*In sports, home field is often an advantage: Home Crowd; No Travel; Quirks of your own field…  

*In Daniel, the home field is gone.  Every chapter takes place on foreign turf.  In Babylon.  

*It was Israel’s 9/11 moment.  The nation had been defeated. Their buildings laid in ruin. 

*The Jewish people who survived the attacks had been marched 800 miles where they were 

forced to live in Babylon. 

*In Babylon, the people of God faced 6 great predicaments because of their faith. 

Cultural accusation; Spiritual opposition; Educational indoctrination; Political 

manipulation; Legal sanctions; Biblical convictions. 

*Over and over, biblical convictions were tested as those in political power would flex their 

muscle and force the people to bow or face consequences. 

*Which is why this book remains powerfully relevant…same things happening today. 

*One of those who had their biblical convictions tested was Daniel.  One of the exiles.   

*Let’s take 5 minutes to see how Daniel is situated in the context of biblical history. 

*I promise this brief dose of ‘information’ will be followed by a critical call to ‘transformation.’ 

*The Bible = 66 books, inspired by God, with has a single storyline of how God brought salvation to 

a lost and dying world through the person and work of his Son, Jesus. 

*All of Scripture is ultimately about the One who entered Babylon, defeated death, reversed 

decay, rose in bodily triumph and gives eternal life to all who repent of sin and receive Him. 

“Get it?  Say Got it.” 

*OT & NT = two clear divisions of the Bible.  Some say First Testament, Second Testament. 

*OT describes how God chose to bless the world through Israel, promising to raise up a 

Redeemer through them who would bring salvation to the world. 

*The NT shows how God fulfilled His promise through the work of His Son on the cross. 

“Get it?  Say Got it.” 

*OT = 39 books…describes 4,000 years of history from Dawn of Creation to the Delivery of Christ. 

*It describes the fall of man…the call of Abraham…the Promised Land…the rise of Kings...the fall 

of Israel…and ends in silent expectation, wondering when God will fulfill His promise. 



         *Where does Daniel fit into this story?  The order of the Jewish Bible is significant: 

*The Jewish Bible has the same books as ours, but arranged in different order.   

*The OT narrative has three distinct units: 

*Law = The books of Moses.  From creation until the time Israel entered the land. 

*Prophets = the time Israel was in the land.  From when they entered (Joshua), through 

the days of Kings (David…) and most prophets (Isaiah…), until Israel went into exile. 

*Writings = the final events of Old Testament history. 

-Exiled to Babylon (Daniel); 

-Rescue comes through a queen (Esther); 

-Return home where they rebuild Jerusalem & await a Messiah (Ezra/Neh)  

“Get it?  Say Got it.” 

*Daniel covers a 70 year period of history when it seems all the promises of God have failed. 

*Israel has lost the 3 most important symbols of their identity: 

  Land (Cultural); King (Political); Temple (Spiritual).  

*The towers had collapsed; the foundations had crumbled. 

*The enemy had attacked, removed monuments, destroyed religious relics, and was rewriting 

history by changing the curriculum to erase Biblical history. 

*Biblical history seems to hang in the balance. 

*The bad guys were winning, good guys were losing. 

*Mordor was on the rise; the Empire had struck; the wicked Witch had conquered Narnia. 

 “Get it?  Say Got it.” 

       *Now we move from informational to transformational:   

*Action Step:  Even when we lose home-field advantage, we must not lose our faith. 

 *Daniel shows us what it looks like to live out your faith in enemy territory, when all is opposed 

*Two years ago, Erwin Lutzer spoke here and left a book for me: “The Church in Babylon.” 

“In the past we, as American Christians, always had home-field advantage.  We knew that in the 

crowd, there were those from the other team who were opposed to us, but the larger stadium 

crowd was either on our side or indifferent to our witness as Christians.  All that has changed.  

Now we play all our games on enemy turf.  A minority is on our side, but the wider culture sits in 

the stands shouting hateful epithets at us, rejoicing at our losses.” 



My friend, this is why we need Daniel.  We live in a land where we have lost the home 

field advantage, but most not lose our faith.   

*We are increasingly exiles in a land who not only does not share our faith, but mocks it. 

*We are staring into a future that will pose great tests to biblical convictions. 

*Every day, Christian teens enter a den of lions called high school, where forces oppose 

their faith and threaten to swallow them up. 

*Every day, Christian men face fiery trials in the workforce where temptations test the 

genuineness of their convictions. 

*Every day, Christian women feel pressure to bow before idols of culture or face 

consequences. 

2. …and face great opposition, 

*It’s not hard to imagine living in Babylon, because frankly our culture is not so different than theirs. 

Babylon, “the Beautiful” could be described by 8 characteristics. 

• Defied God 

• Worshiped Power 

• Applauded Evil 

• Opposed Faith 

• Ridiculed Truth 

• Revoked Freedom 

• Promoted Materialism 

• Mocked Believers 

*Imagine living in a culture where your God is deemed a loser.  That’s Babylon. 

*No sooner do we open to Daniel 1 than we see that God’s people face great predicaments. 

*On the surface, it looks like Babylon has gathered all their political and legal forces to oppose 

the people of God and force them to bow. 

*Beneath the surface, it seems Satan had rallied the forces of darkness, intent on destroying 

God’s people. 

*And think of it:  If the enemy is able to burn Israel’s faith, then all the promises God 

made to Israel, including the coming Messiah, would fail. 

  *It is safe to say: Everything is at stake in the book of Daniel. 

*In the first 6 chapters, the people have 6 Dangers to Avoid: 

• Conformity     

• Confusion     

• Compromise     



• Complacency     

• Conceit      

• Cowering 

*Living in Babylon would make it exceedingly difficult to remain faithful to God. 

*Children taught one thing at home would be taught another thing at school. 

*Parents would have a full time job deprogramming kids of lies promoted in culture 

*Grandparents would have to remind families of biblical heritage & identity. 

*And anyone who did not stand firm in faith would be swept downstream. 

*The opposition of Babylon to their faith would present them with 3 Ways to Live: 

• Isolate – Have nothing to do with Babylon.   

• Assimilate – Become just like Babylon.   

• Cultivate – Live in Babylon without becoming like Babylon.  

        *New Hope, we face the same dangers and have the same choices as Daniel. 

*Some think the best thing to do is hide out and find a cave to preserve every ounce of religious 

distinction we have.  (i.e. Amish; homeschool movement; etc) 

*Others are so conformed by culture they’ve become no different from them.  They’ve drifted 

from their faith and lost their faith. 

*The challenge is how to stay connected to the culture while staying rooted in our faith. 

How do we engage in meaningful enterprise; raise families; work; play; without 

sacrificing our biblical convictions. 

 1 Truth to Hold:  God rules over Babylon! 

  *Almost every chapter, story, and prophecy in Daniel shows: God is in control 

*No matter how great the dangers or how bad the odds, God is still in charge. 

*Even when things look the darkest, God’s glory shines the brightest. 

 Over and over again, through divine intervention, people testify that God is in charge: 

Daniel 2:21 “Blessed by the name of God forever…he changes times and seasons; he 

removes kings and sets up kings…” 

Daniel 3:29 “There is no other god who is able to rescue in this way.” 

Daniel 4:34 “I blessed the Most High…for his dominion is an everlasting dominion…” 

Daniel 5:21 “the Most High God rules the kingdom of men and sets over it whom he 

will.” 



Daniel 6:26 “For he is the living God, enduring forever; his kingdom shall never be 

destroyed…he who has saved Daniel from the power of the lions.” 

Action Step:   

In Babylon, we are called to “infiltration without contamination.” 

*Some believers will find a cave, many others will misbehave, but we must be those 

who stand firm and remain brave. 

*All the forces of hell will gather to force the people of God to compromise and conform. 

*In the future, there may be times when things look really bad for the people of God, but may 

we never forget:  The Most High rules over the kingdom of men 

3. ...but faithfulness is possible. 

*The reason we love Daniel so much is that he never drifts, falls away or compromises. 

*He and his friends maintain perfect integrity.  No matter the danger, they stand firm in faith. 

*No matter the consequence or risk to life, they remain faithful to their God. 

*With every danger that comes against them, they make decisions to remain faithful. 

  The Dangers:   The Decision: 

Conformity   Character 

 Confusion   Confidence 

 Compromise   Convictions 

 Complacency   Consistency 

 Conceit    Contentment 

 Cowering   Courage  

Action Step:  Keep singing the Lord’s song in Babylon, no matter how hot the fire or dangerous 

the lions. 

 *In Ps 137:1, the author sits in Babylon, weeping, remembering the good old days. 

“By the waters of Babylon, there we sat down and wept, when we remembered Zion.” 

 *That’s when the Psalmist looks and asks a question which still applies today: 

              “How shall we sing the Lord’s song in a foreign land?”  (Ps. 137:4) 

*New Hope, we, like Daniel, are exiles.  In the last 20 years since 9/11 our culture has changed 

and it feels that we have lost home field advantage.  But we must not lose our faith. 

*No matter the odds or how serious the consequences, we must keep singing the Lord’s 

song in Babylon, knowing that the Most High rules over the kingdom of men. 


