
PSALM 45  STUDY QUESTIONS 

 

Page 1 

 

Getting to know you:   

What favorite summer activity will you miss most?  (May lead to favorite season discussion ) 

 

Briefly Review Loving Guardrails:  

We desire to create a safe place to share our real lives; a place where we don't have to be perfect, where we can 
be open and honest with each other. This takes a lot of trust. In order to offer that kind of space where we can 
build trusting relationships, we've established some, what we call, Loving Guardrails. 

1. Safe space for sharing 

2. Confidentiality - what's shared here stays here 

3. Everyone gets to share  

4. All women are valuable – we are co-learners 

5. Practice dual listening – listen to each other & the Holy Spirit  

6. Positive sharing – NO negative, No gossip 

7. Politics-free zone – Jesus and His Word is our focus! 

 

Launch Question:  

What comes to mind when you think of royal weddings?  

 

Discussion Questions: 

1. What did you find most interesting from Kori’s talk? 
 
 

2. Based on what she shared, how would you describe the King? 
 
 
 

3. What intrigues you about the bride to be?  
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READ PSALM 45: Use the notes sheet with Psalm 45 ESV.  You can ask for a volunteer/volunteers to read 
aloud, then allow time for the group to re-read silently before discussing the passage questions.  

4. What are some of the ways the King is described in this passage? Any actions? Anything surprising?  
What does he love? 

 

 

 

5. What about the bride?  How is she described? What advice is given to her?  

 

 

 

6. What emotions are expressed in the psalm? (Gladness, joy are most repeated – vss 7, 8, 15)  
What do you feel as you read it? 

 

 

 

7. What do you learn about God from this psalm? Is there anything you need to consider in your own life 
(perspectives, actions, attitudes, priorities, etc) as you think of who He is? 

 

 

 

8. Take a moment to reflect on what you've learned today. Ask the Holy Spirit to give you “ears to hear" 
and consider how you personally need to respond. Is there something that needs to be surrendered  to 
God, a place where you need a humble heart posture, willing to bow to His Lordship? If so, confess it 
to Him and ask Him to help you.   
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DIGGING DEEPER  

Last week, we explored a bit about why we have differing versions of the Bible. Each translator/team of 
translators has a set of objectives to fulfill their purpose in providing a reliable translation of the original text. 
The English Standard Version “seeks to faithfully capture the precise word-for-word meaning of the original 
Greek, Hebrew, and Aramaic languages.”   “The ESV is an ‘essentially literal’ translation that seeks as far as 
possible to capture the precise wording of the original text and the personal style of each Bible writer.” 
(Quotes from the preface of the ESV Bible).  

Therefore, it is a good version to use for studying the Bible. It's probably also why we use it on Sunday 
mornings as we explore the text in the context of an expository message. You have an ESV copy of Psalm 
45 with your notes from Kori's talk which we'll use to study in more depth. Let me encourage you to take 
pen and/or highlighter and mark it up as you re-read the text.  

COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS: 

1. We already noted that the psalm highlights two characters in relation to God, the King and His bride. 
Re-read the psalm; review what you've already noted and see if you can add anything else to what 
you've observed.   

 

 

 

2. Last week we saw how repeated words point us to the point the writer is trying to make. What words or 
ideas are repeated in this psalm? List some here. 

 

 

 

3. Take note of all the words that reflect royalty, especially kingship. It is by far the most significant 
element of the psalm – the magnificence of the King. Take some time to reflect on each thing related to 
Him.  
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4. For what cause is the King majestically riding out victoriously? Where else do you find the idea of 
righteousness?  

 

Another important word as one studies any passage is the word therefore.  You may have heard the saying, 
"You need to know what the therefore is there for.” It is significant because it points to a reason that was 
already expressed. In more modern translations “therefore” is often translated as “for this reason.”  How I love 
when a reason or purpose is given for something!  “Why?” is one of my favorite questions to ask of any 
passage and therefore is like a sign flashing an arrow to the answer stated directly before it.   

For example, in verse 7 of our psalm, it states “ Therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of 
gladness beyond your companions.” Why? The answer is in the phrase directly before this statement, “you 
have loved righteousness and hated wickedness.”  God's favor – the oil of gladness - is bestowed on His King 
because he has loved what God loves - righteousness – and has hated what God hates - wickedness.  

5. Where else in the psalm do you find the word therefore? What do you learn from those instances? To 
what does God respond with His blessing?   

 

 

 

6. What does grace is poured upon your lips mean? (Check out how some other versions translate this.)  
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We may often have a tendency to run right through an introduction to a Psalm quickly but this one has some 
very interesting elements.  First, it is a Maskil or contemplative poem. At the heart of the word maskil is sakal, 
Hebrew for consider. Sakal means “to show oneself attentive, to understand, be prudent, to be circumspect.”  I 
like the word circumspect; it comes from two Latin words from which we get circumference (circum – around, 
about) and spectacles (specere – spectus – look). So,  literally it means to look around or about you.  I like this 
definition of circumspect: careful to consider all circumstances (another circum word!) and possible 
consequences. In Ephesians 5:15, Paul exhorts us to ‘walk circumspectly not as unwise but as wise."  

7. We are called to give careful consideration to our lives. Where else does this idea of considering come 
up in the psalm?  

 

 

 

Interesting that the word for consider in verse 10 is connected to a Hebrew word for “see." The one giving 
advice here is essentially saying, “Hear, O daughter, see and listen to me. Think about what I am saying.”  In 
essence the advice given is “ Give yourself to Him, know Him as Lord.”  It is a call to surrender all to the King. 
But first it is a call to carefully consider what that means. Even Jesus instructed those following Him to 
consider the cost.  

8. Have you taken time to reflect on what surrender looks like for you?  How have you counted the cost 
of being a disciple of Jesus? How have you considered Him and found Him worthy?  Again, take time 
to reflect on Who He is and what He’s done for you. Offer your adoration of Him in prayer.  

 

 

 

 

 

Bonus: This Maskil is written by a very interesting group of men, the Sons of Korah. They were descendants of 
the rebel in the wilderness who tried to depose Moses and Aaron in Numbers 16. He paid a steep price as the 
earth opened up and swallowed him and his co-conspirators and those who followed him were consumed by 
fire from heaven. God made a clear statement about rebellion that day. Yet, the fact that his descendants 



PSALM 45  STUDY QUESTIONS 

 

Page 7 

 

included men faithful in service to God, such as Samuel the prophet, Asaph and Ethan who were musicians as 
well, shows that God can redeem men from any kind of heinous heritage. Even when it is our personal history, 
it is not beyond God's reach. He is a God who loves to redeem even our worst failures for His glory. Praise 
Him! 

For more: https://www.biblestudytools.com/bible-study/topical-studies/the-other-psalmists-who-were-the-sons-
of-korah.html 

DEEP DIVE  

When studying a passage that seems difficult to understand, there are times when, after we have done as much 
as we can to learn what it means, commentaries can be extremely helpful. Many Bible apps now place a wide 
variety of commentaries at our fingertips. One I found incredibly helpful and encouraging in preparation for 
this study was by Alexander MacLaren, a Scottish Baptist minister (1826 to 1910). Though I wanted to offer 
only excerpts, as I read, it so inspired me that I could not bring myself to break it apart. I realize it is long but I 
hope you can take time to read a section at a time and savor each thought.  I think you'll be surprised by how 
much you can gain from someone who lived so long ago as he paints verbal portraits of our King and His bride.  

 

MacLaren Expositions Of Holy Scripture   

 
THE KING IN HIS BEAUTY 
Psalm 45:2 - Psalm 45:7. 
 
There is no doubt that this psalm was originally the marriage hymn of some Jewish king. All attempts to settle 
who that was have failed, for the very obvious reason that neither the history nor the character of any of them 
correspond to the psalm. Its language is a world too wide for the diminutive stature and stained virtues of the 
greatest and best of them, and it is almost ludicrous to attempt to fit its glowing sentences even to a Solomon. 
They all look like little David in Saul’s armour.  

So, then, we must admit one of two things. Either we have here a piece of poetical exaggeration far beyond the 
limits of poetic license, or ‘a greater than Solomon is here.’ Every Jewish king, by virtue of his descent and of his 
office, was a living prophecy of the greatest of the sons of David, the future King of Israel. And the Psalmist sees 
the ideal Person who, as he knew, was one day to be real, shining through the shadowy form of the earthly king, 
whose very limitations and defects, no less than his excellences and his glories, forced the devout Israelite to 
think of the coming King in whom ‘the sure mercies’ promised to David should be facts at last.  

In plainer words, the psalm celebrates Christ, not only although, but because, it had its origin and partial 
application in a forgotten festival at the marriage of some unknown king. It sees Him in the light of the Messianic 
hope, and so it prophesies of Christ. My object is to study the features of this portrait of the King, partly in order 
that we may better understand the psalm, and partly in order that we may with the more reverence crown Him 
as Lord of all. 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/bible-study/topical-studies/the-other-psalmists-who-were-the-sons-of-korah.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/bible-study/topical-studies/the-other-psalmists-who-were-the-sons-of-korah.html
https://biblehub.com/psalms/45-2.htm
https://biblehub.com/psalms/45-7.htm
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I. The Person of the King. 
 
The old-world ideal of a monarch put special emphasis upon two things-personal beauty and courtesy of address 
and speech. The psalm ascribes both of these to the King of Israel, and from both of them draws the conclusion 
that one so richly endowed with the most eminent of royal graces is the object of the special favour of God. 
‘Thou art fairer than the children of men, grace is poured into Thy lips: therefore God hath blessed Thee for 
ever.’ 
 
Here, at the very outset, we have the keynote struck of superhuman excellence; and though the reference is, on 
the surface, only to physical perfection, yet beneath that there lies the deeper reference to a character which 
spoke through the eloquent frame, and in which all possible beauties and sovereign graces were united in fullest 
development, in most harmonious co-operation and unstained purity. 
 
‘Thou art fairer than the children of men.’ Put side by side with that, words which possibly refer to, and seem to 
contradict it. A later prophet, speaking of the same Person, said: ‘His visage was so marred, more than any man, 
and His form than the sons of men. . . . There is no form nor comeliness, and when we shall see Him there is no 
beauty that we should desire Him.’ We have to think, not of the outward form, howsoever lovely with the 
loveliness of meekness and transfigured with the refining patience of suffering it may have been, but of the 
beauty of a soul that was all radiant with a lustre of loveliness that shames the fragmentary and marred virtues 
of the best of us, and stands before the world for ever as the supreme type and high-water mark of the grace 
that is possible to a human spirit.  

God has lodged in men’s nature the apprehension of Himself, and of all that flows from Him, as true, as good, as 
beautiful; and to these three there correspond wisdom, morality, and art. The latter, divorced from the other 
two, becomes earthly and devilish. This generation needs the lesson that beauty wrenched from truth and 
goodness, and pursued for its own sake, by artist or by poet or by dilettante, leads by a straight descent to 
ugliness and to evil, and that the only true satisfying of the deep longing for ‘whatsoever things are lovely’ is to 
be found when we turn to Christ and find in Him, not only wisdom that enlightens the understanding, and 
righteousness that fills the conscience, but beauty that satisfies the heart. He is ‘altogether lovely.’  

Nor let us forget that once on earth ‘the fashion of His countenance was altered, and His raiment did shine as 
the light,’ as indicative of the possibilities that lay slumbering in His lowly Manhood, and as prophetic of that to 
which we believe that the ascended Christ hath now attained-viz. the body of His glory, wherein He reigns, filled 
with light and undecaying loveliness on the Throne of the Heaven. Thus He is fairer in external reality now, as He 
is, by the confession of an admiring, though not always believing, world, fairer in inward character than the 
children of men.           Another personal characteristic is ‘Grace is poured into Thy lips.’ Kingly courtesy, and 
kingly graciousness of word, must be the characteristic of the Sovereign of men. The abundance of that 
bestowment is expressed by that word, ‘poured.’ We need only remember, ‘All wondered at the gracious words 
which proceeded out of His mouth,’ or how even the rough instruments of authority were touched and diverted 
from their appointed purpose, and came back and said, ‘Never man spake like this Man.’ To the music of Christ’s 
words all other eloquence is harsh, poor, shallow-like the piping of a shepherd boy upon some wretched oaten 
straw as compared with the full thunder of the organ.  

Words of unmingled graciousness came from His lips. That fountain never sent forth ‘sweet waters and bitter.’ 
He satisfies the canon of St. James: ‘If any man offend not in word, the same is a perfect man.’ Words of 
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wisdom, of love, of pity, of gentleness, of pardon, of bestowment, and only such, came from Him. ‘Daughter! be 
of good cheer.’ ‘Son! thy sins be forgiven thee.’ ‘Come unto Me all ye that labour and are heavy-laden.’ 
 
‘Grace is poured into Thy lips’; and, withal, it is the grace of a King. For His language is authoritative even when it 
is most tender, and regal when it is most gentle. His lips, sweet as honey and the honeycomb, are the lips of an 
Autocrat. ‘He speaks, and it is done: He commands, and it stands fast.’ He says to the tempest, ‘Be still!’ and it is 
quiet; and to the demons, ‘Come out of him!’ and they disappear; and to the dead, ‘Come forth!’ and he 
stumbles from the tomb. 
 
Another personal characteristic is-’God hath blessed Thee for ever.’ By which we are to understand, not that the 
two preceding graces are the reasons for the divine benediction, but that the divine benediction is the cause of 
them; and therefore they are the signs of it. It is not that because He is lovely and gracious therefore God hath 
blessed Him; but it is that we may know that God has blessed Him, since He is lovely and gracious. These 
endowments are the results, not the causes; the signs or the proofs, not the reasons of the divine benediction. 
That is to say, the humanity so fair and unique shows by its beauty that it is the result of the continual and 
unique operation and benediction of a present God. We understand Him when we say, ‘On Him rests the Spirit 
of God without measure or interruption.’ The explanation of the perfect humanity is the abiding Divinity. 
 
II. We pass from the person of the King, in the next place, to His warfare. 
 
The Psalmist breaks out in a burst of invocation, calling upon the King to array Himself in His weapons of 
warfare, and then in broken clauses vividly pictures the conflict. The Invocation runs thus: ‘Gird on thy sword 
upon thy thigh, O mighty hero! gird on thy glory and thy majesty, and ride on prosperously on behalf {or, in the 
cause} of truth and meekness and righteousness.’ The King, then, is the perfection of warrior strength as well as 
of beauty and gentleness-a combination of qualities that speaks of old days when kings were kings, and reminds 
us of many a figure in ancient song, as well as of a Saul and a David in Jewish history. 
 
The singer calls upon Him to bind on His side His glittering sword, and to put on, as His armour, ‘glory and 
majesty.’ These two words, in the usage of the psalms, belong to Divinity, and they are applied to the monarch 
here as being the earthly representative of the divine supremacy, on whom there falls some reflection of the 
glory and the majesty of which He is the vice-regent and representative. Thus arrayed, with His weapon by His 
side and glittering armour on His limbs, He is called upon to mount His chariot or His warhorse and ride forth. 
 
But for what? ‘On behalf of truth, meekness, righteousness.’ If He be a warrior, these are the purposes for which 
the true King of men must draw His sword, and these only. No vulgar ambition or cruel lust of conquest, earth-
hunger, or ‘glory’ actuates Him. Nothing but the spread through the world of the gracious beauties which are His 
own can be the end of the King’s warfare. He fights for truth; He fights-strange paradox-for meekness; He fights 
for righteousness. And He not only fights for them, but with them, for they are His own, and by reason of them 
He ‘rides prosperously,’ as well as ‘rides prosperously’ in order to establish them. 
 
In two or three swift touches the Psalmist next paints the tumult and hurry of the fight. ‘Thy right hand shall 
teach Thee terrible things.’ There are no armies or allies, none to stand beside Him. The one mighty figure of the 
Kingly Warrior stands forth, as in the Assyrian sculptures of conquerors, erect and solitary in His chariot, crashing 
through the ranks of the enemy, and owing victory to His own strong arm alone. 
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Then follow three short, abrupt clauses, which, in their hurry and fragmentary character, reflect the confusion 
and swiftness of battle. ‘Thine arrows are sharp. . . . The people fall under Thee.’ . . . ‘In the heart of the King’s 
enemies.’ The Psalmist sees the bright arrow on the string; it flies; he looks-the plain is strewed with prostrate 
forms, the King’s arrow in the heart of each. 
 
Put side by side with that this picture:-A rocky road; a great city shining in the morning sunlight across a narrow 
valley; a crowd of shouting peasants waving palm branches in their rustic hands; in the centre the meek 
carpenter’s Son, sitting upon the poor robes which alone draped the ass’s colt, the tears upon His cheeks, and 
His lamenting heard above the Hosannahs, as He looked across the glen and said, ‘If thou hadst known the 
things that belong to thy peace!’ That is the fulfilment, or part of the fulfilment, of this prophecy. The slow-
pacing, peaceful beast and the meek, weeping Christ are the reality of the vision which, in such strangely 
contrasted and yet true form, floated before the prophetic eye of this ancient singer, for Christ’s humiliation is 
His majesty, and His sharpest weapon is His all-penetrating love, and His cross is His chariot of victory and 
throne of dominion. 
 
But not only in His earthly life of meek suffering does Christ fight as a King, but all through the ages the world-
wide conflict for truth and meekness and righteousness is His conflict; and wherever that is being waged, the 
power which wages it is His, and the help which is done upon earth He doeth it all Himself. True, He has His 
army, willing in the day of His power, and clad in priestly purity and armour of light, but all their strength, 
courage, and victory are from Him; and when they fight and conquer, it is not they, but He in them who 
struggles and overcomes. We have a better hope than that built on ‘a stream of tendency that makes for 
righteousness.’ We know a Christ crucified and crowned, who fights for it, and what He fights for will hold the 
field. 
 
This prophecy of our psalm is not exhausted yet. I have set side by side with it one picture-the Christ on the ass’s 
colt. Put side by side with it this other. ‘I beheld the heaven opened; and lo! a white horse. And He that sat upon 
him was called Faithful and True; and in righteousness He doth judge and make war.’ The psalm waits for its 
completion still, and shall be fulfilled on that day of the true marriage supper of the Lamb, when the festivities 
of the marriage chamber shall be preceded by the last battle and crowning victory of the King of kings, the 
Conqueror of the world. 
 
III. Lastly, we have the royalty of the King. 
 
‘Thy throne, O God! is for ever and ever.’ This is not the place nor time to enter on the discussion of the 
difficulties of these words. I must run the risk of appearing to state confident opinions without assigning 
reasons, when I venture to say that the translation in the Authorised Version is the natural one. I do not say that 
others have been adopted by reason of doctrinal prepossessions; I know nothing about that; but I do say that 
they are not by any means so natural a translation as that which stands before us. What it may mean is another 
matter; but the plain rendering of the words, I venture to assert, is what our English Bible makes it-’Thy throne, 
O God! is for ever and ever.’ 
 
Then it is to be remembered that, throughout the Old Testament, we have occasional instances of the use of 
that great and solemn designation in reference to persons in such place and authority as that they are 
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representatives of God. So kings and judges and lawyers and the like are spoken of more than once. Therefore 
there is not, in the language, translated as in our English Bible, necessarily the implication of the unique divinity 
of the persons so addressed. But I take it that this is an instance in which the prophet was ‘wiser than he knew,’ 
and in which you and I understand him better than he understood himself, and know what God, who spoke 
through him, meant, whatsoever the prophet, through whom He spoke, did mean. That is to say, I take the 
words before us as directly referring to Jesus Christ, and as directly declaring the divinity of His person, and 
therefore the eternity of His kingdom. 
 
We live in days when that perpetual sovereignty is being questioned. In a revolutionary time like this it is well for 
Christian people, seeing so many venerable things going, to tighten their grasp upon the conviction that, 
whatever goes, Christ’s kingdom will not go; and that, whatever may be shaken by any storms, the foundation of 
His Throne stands fast. For our personal lives, and for the great hopes of the future beyond the grave, it is all-
important that we should grasp, as an elementary conviction of our faith, the belief in the perpetual rule of that 
Saviour whose rule is life and peace. In the great mosque of Damascus, which was a Christian church once, there 
may still be read, deeply cut in the stone, high above the pavement where now Mohammedans bow, these 
words, ‘Thy kingdom, O Christ! is an everlasting kingdom.’ It is true, and it shall yet be known that He is for ever 
and ever the Monarch of the world. 
 
Then, again, this royalty is a royalty of righteousness. ‘The sceptre of Thy kingdom is a right sceptre. Thou lovest 
righteousness and hatest wickedness.’ His rule is no arbitrary sway, His rod is no rod of iron and tyrannical 
oppression, His own personal character is righteousness. Righteousness is the very life-blood and animating 
principle of His rule. He loves righteousness, and, therefore, puts His broad shield of protection over all who love 
it and seek after it. He hates wickedness, and therefore He wars against it wherever it is, and seeks to draw men 
out of it. And thus His kingdom is the hope of the world. 
 
And, lastly, this dominion of perennial righteousness is the dominion of unparalleled gladness. ‘Therefore God, 
even Thy God, hath anointed Thee with the oil of joy above Thy fellows.’ Set side by side with that the other 
words, ‘A Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief.’ And remember how, near the very darkest hour of the 
Lord’s earthly experiences, He said:-’These things have I spoken unto you that My joy may remain in you, and 
that your joy may be full.’ Christ’s gladness flowed from Christ’s righteousness. Because His pure humanity was 
ever in touch with God, and in conscious obedience to Him, therefore, though darkness was around, there was 
light within. He was ‘sorrowful, yet always rejoicing,’ and the saddest of men was likewise the gladdest, and 
possessed ‘the oil of joy above His fellows.’ 
 
Brother! that kingdom is offered to us; participation in that joy of our Lord may belong to each of us. He rules 
that He may make us like Himself, lovers of righteousness, and so, like Himself, possessors of unfading joy. Make 
Him your King, let His arrow reach your heart, bow in submission to His power, take for your very life His words 
of graciousness, lovingly gaze upon His beauty till some reflection of it shall shine from you, fight by His side with 
strength drawn from Him alone, own and adore Him as the enthroned God-man, Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 
Crown Him with the many crowns of supreme trust, heart-whole love, and glad obedience. So shall you be 
honoured to share in His warfare and triumph. So shall you have a throne close to His and eternal as it. So shall 
His sceptre be graciously stretched out to you to give you access with boldness to the presence-chamber of the 
King. So shall He give you too, ‘the oil of joy for mourning,’ even in the ‘valley of weeping,’ and the fulness of His 
gladness for evermore, when He sets you at His right hand. 
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Hearken, O daughter, and consider, and incline thine ear; 

 forget also thine own people, and thy father's house; 
 
THE PORTRAIT OF THE BRIDE 
 
Psalm 45:10 - Psalm 45:15. 
 
The relation between God and Israel is constantly represented in the Old Testament under the emblem of a 
marriage. The tenderest promises of protection and the sharpest rebukes of unfaithfulness are based upon this 
foundation. ‘Thy Maker is thy Husband’; or, ‘I am married unto thee, saith the Lord.’ The emblem is transferred 
in the New Testament to Christ and His Church. Beginning with John the Baptist’s designation of Him as the 
Bridegroom, it reappears in many of our Lord’s sayings and parables, is frequent in the writings of the Apostle 
Paul, and reaches its height of poetic splendour and terror in that magnificent description in Revelation of ‘the 
Bride, the Lamb’s wife,’ and ‘the marriage supper of the Lamb.’ 
 
Seeing, then, the continual occurrence of this metaphor, it is unnatural and almost impossible to deny its 
presence in this psalm. In a former sermon I have directed attention to the earlier portion of it, which presents 
us, in its portraiture of the King, a shadowy and prophetic outline of Jesus Christ. I desire, in a similar fashion, to 
deal now with the latter portion, which, in its portrait of the bride, presents us with truths having their real 
fulfilment in the Church collectively and in the individual soul. 
 
Of course, inasmuch as the consort of a Jewish monarch was not an incarnate prophecy as her husband was, the 
transference of the historical features of this wedding-song to a spiritual purpose is not so satisfactory, or easy, 
in the latter part as in the former. There is a thicker rind of prose fact, as it were, to cut through, and certain of 
the features cannot be applied to the relation between Christ and His Church without undue violence. But, 
whilst we admit that, it is also clear that the main, broad outlines of this picture do require as well as permit its 
higher application. Therefore I turn to them to try to bring out what they teach us so eloquently and vividly of 
Christ’s gifts to, and requirements from, the souls that are wedded to Him. 
 
I. Now the first point is this-the all-surrendering Love that must mark the Bride. 
 
The language of the tenth verse is the voice of prophecy or inspiration; speaking words of fatherly counsel to the 
princess-’Forget also thine own people and thy father’s house.’ Historically I suppose it points to the foreign 
birth of the queen, who is called upon to abandon all old ties, and to give herself with wholehearted 
consecration to her new duties and relations. 
 
In all real wedded life, as those who have tasted it know, there comes, by sweet necessity, the subordination, in 
the presence of a purer and more absorbing love, brought close by a will itself ablaze with the sacred glow. 
 
Therefore, while giving all due honour to other forms of Christian opposition to the prevailing unbelief, I urge 
the cultivation of a quickened spiritual life as by far the most potent. Does not history bear me out in that view? 
What, for instance, was it that finished the infidelity of the eighteenth century? Whether had Butler’s Analogy or 
Charles Wesley’s hymns, Paley’s Evidences or Whitefield’s sermons, most to do with it? A languid Church breeds 

https://biblehub.com/psalms/45-10.htm
https://biblehub.com/psalms/45-15.htm
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unbelief as surely as a decaying oak does fungus. In a condition of depressed vitality, the seeds of disease, which 
a full vigour would shake off, are fatal. Raise the temperature, and you kill the insect germs. A warmer tone of 
spiritual life would change the atmosphere which unbelief needs for its growth. It belongs to the fauna of the 
glacial epoch, and when the rigours of that wintry time begin to melt, and warmer days to set in, the creatures 
of the ice have to retreat to arctic wildernesses, and leave a land no longer suited for their life.  

A diffused unbelief, such as we see around us to-day, does not really arise from the logical basis on which it 
seems to repose. It comes from something much deeper,-a certain habit and set of mind which gives these 
arguments their force. For want of a better name, we call it the spirit of the age. It is the result of very subtle 
and complicated forces, which I do not pretend to analyse. It spreads through society, and forms the congenial 
soil in which these seeds of evil, as we believe them to be, take root. Does anybody suppose that the growth of 
popular unbelief is owing to the logical force of certain arguments? It is in the air; a wave of it is passing over us. 
We are in a condition in which it becomes shall drop the toys of earth as easily and naturally as a child will some 
trinket or plaything, when it stretches out its little hand to get a better gift from its loving mother.  

Love will sweep the heart clean of its antagonists; and there is no real union between Jesus Christ and us except 
in the measure in which we joyfully, and not as a reluctant giving up of things that we would much rather keep if 
we durst, ‘count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus our Lord.’ 
 
Have the terms of wedded life changed since my psalm was written? Is there less need now than there used to 
be that, if we are to possess a heart, we should give a whole heart? And have the terms of Christian living 
altered since the old days, when He said, ‘Whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot 
be My disciple’? Ah! I fear me that it is no uncharitable judgment to say that the bulk of so-called Christians are 
playing at being Christians, and have never penetrated into the depths either of the sweet all-sufficiency of the 
love which they say that they possess, or the constraining necessity that is in it for the surrender of all besides. 
Many happy husbands and wives, if they would only treat Jesus Christ as they treat one another, would find out 
a power and a blessedness in the Christian life that they know nothing about at present. ‘Daughter! forget thine 
own people and thy father’s house!’ 
 
II. Again, the second point here is that which directly follows-the King’s love and the Bride’s reverence. ‘So 
shall the King greatly desire thy beauty: for He is thy Lord; and worship thou Him.’ 
 
The King is drawn, in the outgoings of His affection, by the sweet trust and perfect love which has surrendered 
everything for him and happily followed him from the far-off land. And then, in accordance with Oriental ideas, 
and with His royal rank, the bride is exhorted, in the midst of the utter trust and equality born of love, to 
remember, ‘He is thy Lord, and reverence thou Him.’ So, then, here are two thoughts that go, as I take it, very 
deep into the realities of the Christian life. The first is that, in simple literal fact, Jesus Christ is affected, in His 
relation to us, by the completeness of our dependence upon Him, and surrender of all else for Him. We do not 
believe that half vividly enough. We have surrounded Jesus Christ with a halo of mystery and of remoteness 
which neither lets us think of Him as being really man or really God. And I press on you this as a plain fact, no 
piece of pulpit rhetoric, that His relation to us as Christians hinges upon our surrender to Him.  

Of course, there is a love with which He pours Himself out over the unworthy and the sinful-blessed be His 
name!-and the more sinful and the more unworthy, the deeper the tenderness and the more yearning the pity 
and pathos of invitation which He lavishes upon us. But that is a different thing from this other, which is that He 
is pleased or displeased, actually drawn to or repelled from us, in the measure of the completeness and gladness 
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of our surrender of ourselves to Him. That is what Paul means when he says that he labours that ‘whether 
present or absent he may be pleasing to Christ.’ And this is the highest and strongest motive that I know for all 
holy and noble living, that we shall bring a smile into our Master’s face and draw Him nearer to ourselves 
thereby. ‘So shall the King greatly desire thy beauty.’ 
 
Again, in the measure in which we live out our Christianity, in whole-hearted and thorough surrender, in that 
measure shall we be conscious of His nearness and feel His love. 
 
There are many Christian people that have only religion enough to make them uncomfortable, only enough to 
make religion to them a system of regulations, negative and positive, the reasonableness and sweetness of 
which they but partially apprehend. They must not do this because it is forbidden; they ought to do that because 
it is commanded. They would much rather do the forbidden thing, and they have no wish to do the commanded 
thing, and so they live in twilight, and when they come beside a man who really has been walking in the light of 
Christ’s face, the language of his experience, though it be but a transcript of facts, sounds to them all unreal and 
fanatical. They miss the blessing that is waiting for them, just because they have not really given up themselves. 
If by resolute and continual opening of our hearts to Christ’s real love and presence, and by consequent casting 
off of our false and foolish self-dependence, we were to blow away the clouds that come between us and Him, 
we should feel the sunshine. But as it is, a miserable multitude of professing Christians ‘walk in the darkness, 
and have no light,’ or, at the most, but some wintry sunshine that struggles through the thick mist, and does 
little more than reveal the barrenness that lies around. Brethren! if you want to be happy Christians, be out-and-
out ones; and if you would have your hands and your hearts filled with Christ, empty them of the trash that they 
grip so closely now. 
 
Then, on the other side, there is the reminder and exhortation: ‘He is thy Lord, worship thou Him.’ The beggar-
maid that, in the old ballad, married the king, in all her love was filled with reverence; and the ragged, filthy 
souls, whom Jesus Christ stoops to love, and wash, and make His own, are never to forget, in the highest rapture 
of their joy, their lowly adoration, nor in the glad familiarity of their loving approach to Him, cease to remember 
that the test of love is, ‘Keep My commandments.’ 
 
There are types of emotional and sentimental religion that have a great deal more to say about love than about 
obedience; that are full of half wholesome apostrophes to a ‘dear Lord,’ and almost forget the ‘Lord’ in the 
emphasis which they put on the ‘dear.’ And I want you to remember this, as by no means an unnecessary 
caution, and of especial value in some quarters to-day, that the test of the reality of Christian love is its 
lowliness, and that all that which indulges in heated emotion, and forgets practical service, is rotten and 
spurious. Though the King desire her beauty, still, when He stretches out the golden sceptre, Esther must come 
to Him with lowly guise and a reverent heart. ‘He is thy Lord, worship thou Him.’ 
 
III. The next point in this portraiture is the reflected honour and influence of the bride. 
 
There are difficulties about the translation of the 12th verse of our psalm with which I do not need to trouble 
you. We may take it for our purpose as it stands before us. ‘The daughter of Tyre’ {representing the wealthy, 
outside nations} ‘shall be there with a gift; even the rich among the people shall entreat thy favour.’ 
 
The bride being thus beloved by the King, thus standing by His side, those around recognise her dignity and 



PSALM 45  STUDY QUESTIONS 

 

Page 15 

 

honour, and draw near to secure her intercession. Translate that out of the emblem into plain words, and it 
comes to this-if Christian people, and communities of such, are to have influence in the world, they must be 
thorough-going Christians. If they are, they will get hatred sometimes; but men know honest people and 
religious people when they see them, and such Christians will win respect and be a power in the world. If 
Christian men and Christian communities are despised by outsiders, they very generally earn the contempt and 
deserve it, both from men and from heaven. The true evangelist is Christian character. They that manifestly live 
with the sunshine of the Lord’s love on their faces, and whose hands are plainly clear from worldly and selfish 
graspings, will have the world recognising the fact and honouring them accordingly. ‘The sons of them that 
afflicted thee shall come bending unto thee, and all they that despised thee shall bow themselves down to the 
soles of thy feet.’ When the Church has cast the world out of its heart, it will conquer the world-and not till then. 
 

 

 
IV. The next point in this picture is the fair adornment of the bride. The language is in part ambiguous; and if 
this were the place for commenting would require a good deal of comment. But we take it as it stands in our 
Bible, ‘The King’s daughter is all glorious within’-not within her nature, but within the innermost recesses of the 
palace-’her clothing is of wrought gold. She shall be brought unto the King in raiment of needlework.’ 
 
It is an easy and well-worn metaphor to talk about people’s character as their dress. We speak about the ‘habits’ 
of a man, and we use that word to express both his customary manners and his costume. Custom and costume, 
again, are the same word. So here, without any departure from the well-trodden path of Scriptural emblem, we 
cannot but see in the glorious apparel the figure of the pure character with which the bride is clothed. The Book 
of the Revelation dresses her in the fine linen clean and white, which symbolises the lustrous radiance and 
snowy purity of righteousness. The psalm describes her dress as partly consisting in garments gleaming with 
gold, which suggests splendour and glory, and partly in robes of careful and many-coloured embroidery, which 
suggests the patience with which the slow needle has been worked through the stuff, and the variegated and 
manifold graces and beauties with which she is adorned. 
 
So, putting all the metaphors together, the true Christian character, which will be ours if we really are the 
subjects of that divine love, will be lustrous and snowy as the snows on Hermon, or as was the garment whose 
whiteness outshone the neighbouring snows when He was ‘transfigured before them.’ Our characters will be 
splendid with a splendour far above the tawdry beauties and vulgar conspicuousness of the ‘heroic’ and worldly 
ideals, and will be endowed with a purity and harmony of colouring in richly various graces, such as no earthly 
looms can ever weave. 
 
We are not told here how the garment is attained. It is no part of the purpose of the psalm to tell us that, but it 
is part of its purpose to insist that there is no marriage between Christ and the soul except that soul be pure, 
none except it be robed in the beauty of righteousness and the splendour of consecration, and the various gifts 
of an all-giving Spirit. The man that came into the wedding-feast, with his dirty, every-day clothes on, was turned 
out as a rude insulter. But what of the queen that should come foully dressed? There would be no place for her 
amidst its solemnities. You will never stand at the right hand of Christ, unless jour souls here are clothed in the 
fine linen clean and white, and over it the flashing wealth and the harmonised splendour of the gold and 
embroidery of Christlike graces. We know how to get the garment. Faith strips the rags and puts the best robe 
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on us; and effort based upon faith enables us day by day to put off the old man with his deeds and to put on the 
new man. The bride ‘made herself ready,’ and ‘to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean 
and white.’ 
 
V. Lastly, we have the picture of the homecoming of the bride. ‘She shall be brought unto the King. . . . with 
gladness and rejoicing shall they be brought; they shall enter into the King’s palace.’ 
 
The presence of virgin companions waiting on the bride is no more difficult to understand here than it is in 
Christ’s parable of the Ten Virgins. It is a characteristic of all parabolical representation to be elastic, and 
sometimes to duplicate its emblems for the same thing; and that is the case here. But the main point to be 
insisted upon is this, that, according to the perspective of Scripture, the life of the Christian Church here on 
earth is, if I may so say, a betrothal in righteousness and loving-kindness; and that the betrothal waits for its 
consummation in that great future when the bride shall pass into the presence of the King. The whole collective 
body of sinful souls redeemed by His blood, and who know the sweetness of His partially received love, shall be 
drawn within the curtains of that upper house, and enter into a union with Christ Jesus ineffable, 
incomprehensible till experienced; and of which the closest union of loving souls on earth is but a dim shadow. 
‘He that is joined to the Lord is one spirit’; and the reality of our union with Him rises above the emblem of a 
marriage, as high as spirit rises above flesh. 
 
The psalm stops at the palace-gate. ‘Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of 
man the things which God hath prepared for them that love Him.’ But there is a solemn prelude to that 
completed union and its deep rapture. Before it there comes the last campaign of the conquering King on the 
white horse, who wars in righteousness. Dear friends! you must choose now whether you will be of the 
company of the Bride or of the company of the enemy. ‘They that were ready went in with Him unto the 
marriage, and the door was shut.’ 
 
Which side of the door do you mean to be on? 
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